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ORIGIN PM-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /004 R 

DRAFTED BY PM/ISO :FIFLEMINGS:DME 
APPROVED BY PM/ISO:HHAGERTY 

071286 

R 301801Z SEP 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 214974 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, AS, LA 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR "DESIGNEE OF SECRETARY" STATUS 

"FOLLOWING IS A REPEAT 
QUOTE 

R 270356Z JUL 74 

FROM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 151 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACAF 

CDR 13 AF CLARK AFB 

DEPCHIEEJU SMAGTHAI UDORN 

CDR 432 USAF HOSPITAL UDORN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 5884 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, AS, LA 

SUB J : REQUEST FOR "DESIGNEE OF THE SECRETARY" STATUS 

REF: A. VIENTIANE 5409 
B. VIENTIANE 5436 

1. REFTELS REPORT JULY 1 1 AMBUSH OF COMMERCIAL BUS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TRAVELLING BETWEEN LUANG PRABANG AND VIENTIANE IN WHICH 
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FOUR PERSONS WERE KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED. TWO OF 
DEAD PASSENGERS WERE BROTHER AND SISTER-IN-LAW OF 
AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR BORTHWICK TO LAOS, AND WOUNDED 
WAS MISS C. THOMPSON, AN AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN. MISSION 
REACTED TO EARLY REPORTS THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS WERE 
AMONG DEAD AND WOUNDED BY DISPATCHING ASSISTANCE. 

MISS THOMPSON WAS FLOWN DIRECTLY TO 432 USAF HOSPITAL 
UDORN FOR TREATMENT. BODIES OF BORTHWICKS WERE ALSO 
LATER FLOWN TO UDORN. 

2. MISS THOMPSON WAS TREATED FOR GUNSHOT WOUND IN THE 
BACK AND HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED AT 432 USAF HOSPITAL 
SINCE JULY 1 1, AS THERE WAS NO AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL 
FACILITIES IN THAILAND. THERE WERE NO ALTERNATE 
FACILITIES TO WHICH MISS THOMPSON COULD BE MOVED, ONCE 
TREATMENT BEGAN. MISS THOMPSON IS UNABLE TO PAY COSTS 
OF 133 DOLLARS PER DAY INCURRED FOR HER TREATMENT. 

3. GIVEN THE UNUSUAL AND TRAGIC CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE 
INCIDENT AND THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
AUSTRALIA, WE BELIEVE IT IS IN YOUR INTEREST THAT THE 
USG ABSORB THE COSTS OF MISS THOMPSON'S TREATMENT. 
MISSION REQUESTS THAT APPROVAL BE SOUGHT FROM DOD TO 
ABSOLVE MISS THOMPSON OF THE COSTS INCURRED FOR HER 
TREATMENT AND THAT MISS C. THOMPSON BE CONSIDERED A 
"DESIGNEE OF THE SECRETARY". WHITEHOUSE 

UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MOTOR BUSES, PASSENGERS, CASUALTIES, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE214974 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FJFLEMINGS:DME 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740276-0193 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1974092/aaaaabgs.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PM 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A. VIENTIANE 5409 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <06 MAR 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR "DESIGNEE OF SECRETARY" STATUS "FOLLOWING IS A REPEAT 
TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, AS, LA, (THOMPSON, C) 

To: CANBERRA 
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